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Equity - Fairness and impartiality towards all concerned, based on the principles of evenhanded dealing. Equity
implies giving as much advantage, consideration, or latitude to one party as it is given to another. Along with
economy, effectiveness, and efficiency, Equity is essential for ensuring that extent and costs of funds, goods
and services are fairly divided among their recipients.

Social Inequality - is characterized by the existence of unequal opportunities and rewards for different social
positions or statuses within a group or society. It contains structured and recurrent patterns of unequal
distributions of goods, wealth, opportunities, rewards, and punishments.

There are two main ways to measure social inequality: inequality of conditions, and inequality of opportunities.
Inequality of conditions refers to the unequal distribution of income, wealth and material goods. Housing, for
example, is an inequality of conditions with the homeless and those living in housing projects sitting at the
bottom of the hierarchy while those living in multi-million dollar mansions sitting at the top.

Inequality of opportunities refers to the unequal distribution of "life chances" across individuals. This is
reflected in measures such as level of education, health status, and treatment by the criminal justice system.
For example, why do upper-class white males typically have more opportunities for wealth and success
compared to lower-class black males, who have a higher chance of landing in the criminal justice system?
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International Council on Social Welfare, A world Organization Promoting Social Development : Letter to The
Executive Directors of the World Bank, New York and Entebbe, 12 April 2013. “No country has successfully trans-
ited beyond middle-income status with high levels of inequality”. ... Our organization has observed over its 85
years history, that economic growth is a facilitating factor for the reduction of poverty but is by no means a suf-
ficient condition.
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10 ‘Money matters, but the evidence shows overwhelmingly that great improvements can be achieve in other
aspects of development without going flat out for economic growth” — (UNDP 2010 Human Development
Report).
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